
Maidstone CAN Chat 20/01/2025 @ Craft Brewed 
 
In attendance:- Bernie Cumberland, Jo Terry, Neil Nixon, Chris Passmore, Polly Williamson, 
Duncan Edwards, Sally Edwards, Glyn Williams, Lynn Bryant, Vincent Jasper, Brian Wallace, 
Shirley McDonald, Geraldine Lawrence, Jen Hickey, Gary Outram, Richard Conyard 
 
Duncan introduced a packed programme with 3 speakers over the evening with a diverse set 
of topics but with a strong common thread. 
 
Station Adoption  
 
Gary Outram (Project Officer – Kent Community Rail Partnership | England South | 
Sustrans) opened the evening with what Station adoption is and how MCAN might get 
involved going forward. We as MCAN need to understand if it is a good idea for us and can 
we manage it. 
 

●​ The mission of the Kent Community Rail Partnership is to engage with local 
communities where the station is a gateway to employment and leisure etc and for 
the station to unite communities as a hub for local activities. Read more about them 
here https://kentcrp.org/ 

●​ 5 local stations on the line. Bearsted CAN has adopted Bearsted Station 
●​ MCAN is looking at this scheme under the banner of sustainable transport 
●​ We intend to concentrate on Maidstone West 
●​ Currently Maidstone West has an adopter but they have undertaken that role for 

several years and have reached a natural end to their work 
●​ There is a legacy of areas that have been tended by the previous adopter so we 

have a good base to work from. There is a mature garden, a potential wild area? And 
potential on the wide platforms for planters and hanging baskets for instance 

●​ Everything must be run through SouthEastern who are in overall charge of the station 
and this ranges from Health and Safety to Funding to Events etc. Any potential event 
or activity or proposal must be signed off as we must remember this is a working 
environment with possible hazardous areas to consider. 

●​ Funding is in short supply as with most things nowadays but by joining the 
Community Rail Network for £30 p./a.  the possibility of funding is a little easier.  

●​ Essentially think of something that you want to do from carol singing (best at 
Christmas!) to showcasing art or as a hub for your event and it can be done by 
arrangement with SouthEastern 

●​ 300,000 in/out passenger movements in 2023 which is about 25% of those at 
Maidstone East but that is a lot of eyeballs to hopefully hear something about MCAn 
and what we do. 

Gary has already been in touch for some dates for a site visit that Duncan had suggested to 
give us a more specific idea of what is where and what may be possible. The Community 
Relations Manager from South Eastern is likely to be available to us at the site visit for some 
further discussion on specifics and also to provide a safety briefing.  
 
Duncan/Glyn liaising  
 

https://kentcrp.org/


 
Friends of Oaken Wood 
 
Jen Hickey came along to explain to the group what their campaign was for and for us to 
help spread the word. 
 
Oaken Wood is an ancient woodland site and is considered to be of huge community and 
ecological importance. This woodland is under threat from the proposed Hermitage Quarry 
extension and Friends of Oaken Wood are doing everything in their power to save this 
valuable area. 
 
As always with the ever-increasing demand for building pressure is put on our remaining 
green spaces and this is another example of that with the campaigners working hard to 
make their cause known. The Kent Wildlife Trust and the Woodland Trust provide valuable 
support but the more we can get the word out the better. 
 

●​ 32 hectares of woodland were already destroyed in 2013 with a possible further 50 
hectares now threatened with the quarry expansion plans 

●​ The loss of ancient woodland from this scheme could be greater than the losses from 
HS2 and the Lower Thames Crossing combined. 

●​ It is the biggest single development threat to ancient woodland in England for 
decades. 

●​ The extension of the quarry would also lead to the degradation of the Oaken Wood 
Local Wildlife Site. The nominated site contains key habitats and is home to rare and 
diverse animal and plant life. An example is the protected species of dormice 

●​ Currently, a long drawn-out assessment of these plans with planning consultations is 
ongoing.  

●​ The cancellation of the KCC elections would mean a lost opportunity to highlight 
Oaken Wood as a key election issue for councillors, candidates and residents. 

●​ We can have a voice here https://actionnetwork.org/forms/add-me-to-your-email-list-2 
●​ Also consider joining the Facebook Page  

https://www.facebook.com/groups/794255195449308 
●​ The Friends of Oaken Wood will be at The Repair Cafe on 1 February as well as 

every other month fighting for this cause. 
●​ As much as this is a business decision for Gallaghers and understandable from their 

point of view we simply cannot allow yet another invaluable resource to vanish and 
what that will mean to the wildlife and the local community is immeasurable 

 
 
Please voice your opinion as once the woodland is gone it is gone forever! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://actionnetwork.org/forms/add-me-to-your-email-list-2
https://www.facebook.com/groups/794255195449308/?ref=profile_plus_visit_group
https://www.facebook.com/groups/794255195449308/?ref=profile_plus_visit_group


Maidstone Big Day Out 
 
14th June 2025 - Put it in your diary now 
 
Richard Conyard provided us with an update on this exciting event that is all about 
celebrating and shouting out about all that is best in the Borough of Maidstone as well as the 
natural beauty we enjoy. A day-long festival of coordinated events run by many local 
groups/organisations. 
 
This is an enterprise that strikes right at the core of why we all volunteer for things like 
MCAN and we can help this be a huge success by telling everyone we know that they will 
hopefully be able to get along to an event near them on the day. 
 
Despite sign-off by MBC only happening barely minutes earlier Richards softly softly 
approach means that there are already 9 organisations signed up to hold events on the day. 
The aim is for 50-60 so if you know or belong to any organisation in the Borough then can 
you get an event going? It can be anything from a walk, bird watching, litter pick or just a 
social get-together in your local green area.  
 

●​ Aligned with the National Great Big Green Week 
●​ The more people engaged means more donors and volunteers for the future 
●​ MBC not taking over this is very much about events run by local communities but we 

can shout louder by utilising MBCs wide-ranging contacts. 
●​ New website here https://bigdayout.info/   Also join the social media sites at 

Facebook and Instagram noted on the website. 
 
This will be a fantastic day out for the whole family and there will doubtless be a huge range 
of activities for people to get involved in. Our green spaces are under constant threat and 
this is a great opportunity to celebrate them and make sure they endure. 
 

14 June 2025   just in case you missed it 

 
 
Repair Cafe/Team Repair 
 
The next one 1st February and Team Repair running as well and is fully sold out. Feedback 
from the Eco Hub where the last one was held was great and we are looking at other things 
that could be disassembled and put back together like PCs for example. Basically 
broadening the offering. 
 
Only a brief update as our speakers who did us proud generated a lot of questions and 
interest.  
 
Future Events 
 
1 Feb -  Repair Cafe and Team Repair 

https://bigdayout.info/


17 Feb - Next MCAN Chat @ Craft Brewed 
24 Feb - Committee Meeting (anybody is welcome to email us at 
MadstoneCAN@Gmail.com with things that they would like the committee to deal with. 
 
 
 

mailto:MadstoneCAN@Gmail.com
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