Maidstone CAN Chat 17/03/2025 @ Craft Brewed

In attendance:- Bernie Cumberland, Neil Nixon, Polly Williamson, Duncan Edwards, Sally
Edwards, Glyn Williams, Richard Conyard, Geraldine Lawrence.Chris Passmore, Barbara
Sawyer, Vic Sawyer, Holly Ballard, Lucy Chevis

Oaken Wood Update

Chris Passmore gave us a well informed and educational update on Oaken Wood (Barming
Woods) and how things may progress now KCC have published a paper on the Kent
Minerals and Waste Local Plan setting out their updated policy. The update is to the original
plan adopted in 2020.

As widespread as the Hythe Beds are that are home to the hard rock/ragstone that is at the
heart of the issue the reality is the very best hard rock is to be found in and around the
Hermitage Quarry. This is why Oaken Wood is under pressure but it is stated that only in
exceptional circumstances can there be quarrying in Ancient Woodland. Whilst not out of the
woods entirely (pun intended) this definition gives some confidence that Oaken wood will
survive albeit there can be no absolute guarantees.

There are many excellent recycling type schemes being undertaken at the quarry to reduce
the need for quarrying but it seems this will be an ever present threat that needs to be kept
at the forefront of everyone's attention.

Station Adoption

Vincent and Maria are overviewing this project from a committee perspective.

Duncans email to the wider group suggests there are a number of volunteers who will be
available for specific projects and can be called on as and when required.

A proposed plan of what is to be done and when will allow us to schedule how and when we
start

Completion of the application for membership of the community Rail Partnership needs to be
submitted so we can gain eligibility to any funding that may be available. Vincent/Maria can
you move this forward?



Maidstone Big Day Out
14th June 2025 - A date for your diary
Richard Conyard provided us with a further update on this exciting event.

Further groups continue to be signed up to hold their events on the 14th of June. That said,
further activities both pre and post-event are being encouraged.

Every effort is being made to promote the event via MBC, and the more we can encourage
people ourselves, the better.

14 June 2025 is the date for your diary!!!!

E Waste Warriors

Holly Ballard and Lucy Chevis from Southborough Primary School very kindly attended the
Chat and presented to us where they are in terms of organisation. Not having undertaken a
Repair Cafe before, there is a steep learning curve, and they are keen to learn from us how
best to proceed.

Heavy emphasis on recycling and the schools bringing this to the forefront to make the
children aware and to see what is possible. Competitions being set to see who can bring
more items in for repair which should also have a positive effect. Further work is being done
on how children get to school and to encourage some thought on the impact of this.

It seems there is less” stuff’ in the bins at the schools than they thought there would be, but
there is still time for this to improve and hopefully, by getting parents involved (see next
paragraph) this will not be a problem. If any volunteers have items, then this would be a
good backstop.

In reality, we are a little off the pace and not helped by a shortage of repairers available for
the 29th. Duncan agreed to draft a brief that Southborough and any of the other schools
involved could send to their parents to encourage them to get involved and utilise any skills
they may have as a group. There will be parents who can help, so hopefully, this brief will be
a catalyst to bolster the repairer numbers. All schools are to be encouraged to seek
volunteers to assist on the day.

We do have several volunteers who have experience with the Maidstone repair cafe, and
they will be available on the day to provide help and advice. The event runs from 10-2, but
arrival at 9 am makes sense.



MBC - Suez

Still no confirmation that a waste truck will be available for the 5th April Repair Cafe. We may
have to postpone this to a later date and set a deadline for the end of this week; if we
haven’t heard by then, the date will need to be moved.

Repair Cafe/Team Repair

This part of MCAN is crucial and the one thing that promotes MCAN more than anything
else. It is a hugely successful and worthy project that provides a great platform to work from.

At our last RC, the 1,000th item was brought in, this being a sentimental Westham FC
hooded top given to someone by their mother who had subsequently passed away. A new
Zip repair was required, and several of our textile repairers were involved, making it a terrific
team effort.

Duncan is looking into a possible press release.

Over 300 people went through the doors in March, which is the most ever and a real buzz on
the day.

Team repair with the kids and the PC tear-downs are being enjoyed and are allowing us to
appeal to all age groups

AOB

Waterblitz has been raised, and an email is being sent for us to get involved again.

This is a citizen science initiative and is used to collect regular data on river health to be
added to a national database. The more people we get out measuring river quality, the

better.

STOP PRESS: The day after the meeting, the kits ran out.

Future Events

5th April - Repair Cafe
22nd April - MCAN Chat @ Craft Brewed 7 pm (This is a Tuesday as Bank Holiday week)
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