Maidstone CAN Chat 22/04/2025 @ Craft Brewed

In attendance:- Bernie Cumberland, Duncan Edwards, Sally Edwards, Glyn Williams,
Geraldine Lawrence.Chris Passmore, Vincent Jasper, Diane Sergeant, Les Roberts, Lynn
Bryant, Jeff Robinson, Shirley McDonald, Coby Gardiner, Rao Bhamidimarri, Guy Tanner,
Stephen Thompson

Maidstone West Station Adoption

Earlier in the day a well attended safety briefing was held at the station. Essentially common
sense as you might imagine and a formal requirement of this process. It does mean that all
attendees will be able to advise others should they wish to be involved of what is expected of
them. Vincent will have a written copy of the instructions to remind us and Action Point:-
Vincent can you upload this to the drive please so we will all have access

A detailed and comprehensive proposal has been put forward by Vincent and Maria which is
immensely useful. See Proposal here To get things underway Vincent will progress the
application to Community Rail Partnership that will allow us to pursue some funding for our
efforts. It is then about getting people along to commence some work on the softly softly
strategy outlined.

Big Day Out

In case you have forgotten!! A date for your diary 14th June 2025 . Richard Conyard is
working very hard to pull together a huge range of activities and organisations. What we can
all do is talk to our own connections to encourage further activities to be included. Beyond
that, making every effort to attend appropriate activities on and around the day will help
make this event the success it deserves to be.

1st May is the deadline for participants to put their activities forward
Repair Cafe

Sally had prepared a presentation on some really interesting statistics since inception and all
involved should be very proud of themselves for their hard work.

Some headline numbers are

13 Events

52 Volunteers

1077 items bought in for repair

712 Fixed (awesome)

248 Repairable subject to parts/expertise

117 End of Life

How impressive is that and highlights not only the efforts being made but the amazing effect
this has on less items clogging up landfills etc.


https://docs.google.com/document/d/15YKxXjyoZGqqxvukqws25NVWZnheoRAq/edit

The Repair Cafe is really the jewel in the crown and so much radiates from it that every effort
must be made to maintain this success. With that in mind we are always looking for
additional volunteers so please consider what you can do even if it's for a couple of hours on
the day. Setting Up and Clearing Away is hard work and a pretty major undertaking so if
anyone fancies an 8.30am start or maybe a 1.30pm wind down session you would be very
welcome.

Donations are fairly steady but it would be useful to attract more so if anyone has any
thoughts on this sensitive area then please don't be shy.

Either way please talk to your friends and family about this event which continues to go from
strength to strength.

Litter Pick

Any activity organised takes a lot of time and effort and sadly the latest pick was not well
attended which is always a shame. Shirley is exploring if there might be a better day to
undertake this activity. The point was mentioned that often the public do thank the pickers for
what they are doing so it is definitely worthwhile and let's face it much needed.

Duncan needs to check that we have sufficient Maidstone CAN cards.

Climate and Nature Coalition

This is a new kid on the block for us but the KCC is attempting to coordinate groups like ours
across Kent. There is a monthly meeting sharing ideas with the crux being How Can They
Help? This is a potential source of funding although not directly but in terms of signposting
where funding might be available. Ongoing contact will be a feature.

AOB

Water Blitz is going ahead 25-28 April. Guy Tanner has 5 kits if you want to take part. First
come first served. A very important project so please get involved if you can.

Richard Coleman has some very useful resources available to the group from strimmers to
loppers etc etc and this will be very useful and helpful.

Richard handed out a couple of docs, one with regard to Library of Things and a picture of
an area of the Allington Recycling Centre that would be good for planting.

Stephen Thompson is delighted with MCAN progress and exploring possibilities for
mentoring and where those possibilities might exist. Ongoing discussions around this to
hopefully flesh out some actions.


https://drive.google.com/file/d/13rt5N4kwiV5wCh1CAKY_e_WXgNi1KEEg/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1MLPdig7CUU8F1eTo82a5ASQZwvdfCgPg/view?usp=drive_link
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