
Maidstone CAN Chat 19/5/2025 @ Craft Brewed 
 
In attendance:- Bernie Cumberland, Duncan Edwards, Sally Edwards, Glyn Williams,  
Geraldine Lawrence, Chris Passmore, Vincent Jasper, Jeff Robinson, Shirley McDonald, 
Coby Gardiner, Guy Tanner, Jo Terry, Neil Nixon, Chin Waterfall, Richard Conyard, David 
Harman, Maria Paez, Lauren Sykes, Peter Watson, Farris Willson 
 
 
 
A busy meeting with an excellent turnout and new faces as well so a nice buzz to the room 
to get us going. A number of updates to existing initiatives but there is a clear common 
thread,  we could do with more volunteers coming forward to help with these various 
activities and this will be expanded on under the various headings. 
 
Big Day Out Link to Website 
 
Just in case you have forgotten!! A date for your diary 14th June 2025 .  
 
Richard Conyard continues to work very hard to pull together a huge range of activities and 
organisations. Originally it was hoped 60 organisations would sign up and in the end (there 
is still time!) we have 30 committed to staging events on and around the day. There is a 
whole variety of events from 20 self guided walks, Scavenger Hunts, Music as well as a 
specific Orchid Walk 
 
It is hoped that as the communities involved in these events engage and talk to each other 
this will assist in growing future volunteers & a bigger network. 
 
What we can still do is talk to our own connections to encourage people to take part,  further 
activities are still being added! Beyond that, making every effort to attend appropriate 
activities on and around the day will help make this event the success it deserves to be. 
There are 120 green space locations in and around Maidstone so every opportunity to find 
something that you will enjoy. 
 
Huge thanks to Richard for all of the work he has done on this project. 
 
 
Special International Guest speaker Event by Bearsted CAN Link to poster 
 
This is scheduled for 11th June at 7pm at Holy Cross Church, Bearsted, ME14 4EE. There 
are 2 International Speakers 
 
Professor Edward Kosior is working on innovations in hard to recycle plastics and as an 
industry leader is breaking down polymers and then defining processes to reuse these 
polymers to build new products. Useful to involve schools so they can see what can be 
recovered and reused and watch the complete cycle to hopefully achieve the necessary “buy 
in” that will change behaviours. 
 

https://www.bigdayout.info/
https://drive.google.com/file/d/13A3KkKQQNrfS3s8KJ_HTUKaxhK8uu2ES/view?usp=sharing


Fiona Matthews as the founder and CEO of Earth Champions  which is about rewarding 
those that don't always get recognised for their efforts on environmental issues. Anyone from 
individuals to schools and organisations that deserve praise/reward for their innovations. 
 
It is hoped that there is standing room only so please make every effort to get along on the 
evening please. As many friends, family and colleagues as can be mustered to listen to what 
will be some interesting thoughts in the environmental arena. 
 
Numbers are needed so if you wish to attend please drop a quick email with how many will 
be coming along to bearstedcan@gmail.com  
 
Note parking may be tricky so please bear this in mind and consider local residents. 
 
 
Repair Cafe Link to Facebook Site 
 
The most recent Repair Cafe was a little less busy than previous months but that said the 
number of items bought in and repaired compared favourably. Donations were stalling 
however until a swift change of location for Shirley meant she could engage with the 
customers and she did a sterling job driving up the funds received on the day. Brilliant. 
 
Sally in her part time role as a juggler spends huge amounts of time and effort getting 
together all of the people and resources that are necessary to make this event such a 
success.  We are actively seeking a volunteer/s to take on the MCAN side of the operation 
focussing on getting more organisations into the hall each month. We have the space and 
the opportunity to get our message across to many more people but the work to do this is 
too much for one person for us to get to the next level as quickly as we would like. If you are 
interested then please put your name forward and we can discuss how this might happen. 
 
Also the set up and take down on the day for the RC involves a lot of work setting out tables 
and chairs, assembling and placing banners and getting electrical supplies to where needed. 
We could really do with more volunteers being hands on particularly from say 8.30 am to 10 
am and then 1.15pm to 2.30 pm. It is busy at these times as it is important to get everything 
in place and then packed away and tidy and any help will be greatly appreciated. An hour a 
month would be invaluable. 
 
Please look deep and see if you can help us continue to build this fundamental part of 
Maidstone CAN and allow it to continue to grow. 
 
 
Station Adoption 
 
Well done Vincent, Maria, Jo, Coby and Lynn in particular who have not only managed 
sorting the paperwork to make us the official adopters but have already been busy on site.  
 
It has been ascertained that there is a really good foundation in the planted triangle area to 
work from and after some removal of ivy and nettles where necessary this work has already 
been noticed by the public. Efforts are focussed on establishing a pollinator friendly zone 

mailto:bearstedcan@gmail.com
https://www.facebook.com/groups/maidstonerepaircafe/


 
The team is keen to demonstrate that we can do this project and not only improve the 
aesthetics but develop another venue to get our message out there. Other activities will be 
brought on stream when we are ready to do so. Again additional volunteers would be most 
welcome and particularly those gardeners out there. In the first instance please contact 
Vincent if you are interested. 
 
Sticking with the volunteer theme there are 2 days when a team of us are to engage with 
travellers using the station and hopefully bring to their attention some of the things available 
to them in Maidstone that they may not be aware of. This will be everything from the Repair 
Cafe and Lockmeadow itself to sites in the town like museums and events. We need 
volunteers for these 2 hour slots which are as follow 
 
Friday 30th May 4 pm to 6pm 
Saturday 31st May 9am to 11 am 
 
If you can help please email maidstonecan@gmail.com  
 
Thank you 
 
 
 
 
AOB 
 
Peter had some really interesting examples of crisp packets that demonstrate just how long 
this type of waste stays around. There was a 50 year old example for instance and this is a 
great visual when trying to get a point across. To this end any litter pickers who come across 
this type of thing should speak to Peter. 
Peter was invited to have a table at  the Maidstone CAN Zone on the 7th June.  
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