
Maidstone CAN Chat 16/06/25 @ Craft Brewed 
 
In attendance:- Bernie Cumberland, Glyn Williams, Chris Passmore, Guy Tanner, Neil Nixon, 
Chin Waterfall, Richard Conyard, David Harman, Maria Paez, Polly Williamson, Lynn Bryant, 
Akbar Iqbal, Leslie Roberts, Diane Sergeant, Diane Tingley 
 
 
Nice to see a good turnout on what was a very warm evening in the meeting room but that 
didn't detract from the enthusiasm. Vincent sadly couldn't be with us as he has been poorly 
and had a hospital visit so everyone wished him a speedy recovery. 
 
Big Day Out  
 
Well it has happened and Richard Conyards unrelenting hard work on bringing this inaugural 
event to life in Maidstone has been a great success. As we are only a couple of days on 
from the event it will be a little while yet before all of the feedback and final likely numbers 
are collated but we do have some highlights 
 
30 different groups staged events from guided walks to self guided walks, barbecues and 
cream teas to music as well as just being out in nature. 
 
Differing levels of support for the events ranging from a zero attendance in one instance to 
their busiest event ever held (Vinters Nature reserve) It’s fair to say this is almost entirely 
down to individual groups and how much they shouted about their event across Social Media 
and amongst their supporters. There are some learnings that will help organisations in future 
years. 
 
Early numbers (as a minimum) is that there were 3,000 people out on the day and the final 
total is more likely in the region of 5,000. Manor County Park staged their open day and had 
200 children with parents involved. 
 
No adverse feedback in terms of numbers, parking, vandalism, littering etc which is a 
fantastic result. 
 
This event will be held again which is great news and a huge thanks to all those who 
organised events, attended them and to Richard of course for his sterling work in bringing 
the event to a successful conclusion (until the next time!) 
 
 
 
Special International Guest speaker Event by Bearsted CAN  
 
Held on 11th June at 7pm at Holy Cross Church, Bearsted, ME14 4EE.  
 
Well attended and it is easy to think the world is falling apart and we are all doomed but it is 
inspirational to know that certain individuals work tirelessly trying to promote climate/waste 
initiatives and that there is far more happening than we perhaps all realise. 



 
Professor Edward Kosior is working on innovations in hard to recycle plastics and as an 
industry leader is breaking down polymers and then defining processes to reuse these 
polymers to build new products. This was fascinating and he isn’t just involved in working on 
new technology but also making sure it is implemented in the workplace and this has 
happened in many instances. Bringing his work to life has a real impact and it was 
encouraging to hear of the work being undertaken. 
 
Fiona Matthews as the founder and CEO of Earth Champions  which is about rewarding 
those that don't always get recognised for their efforts on environmental issues. Some truly 
inspirational work undertaken by this lady over many years and as she stated anyone can be 
an earth Champion. We have to seek them out and reward them so they continue their good 
work. 
 
Overall a motivating message and a broader understanding of what is actually being done 
right now.  
 
More of this type of event would be welcome. 
 
Thanks to Bearsted CAN for hosting this event and for all of the organisation with some 
great tea and cakes to fuel the audience. 
 
 
 
Repair Cafe Link to Facebook Site 
 
The June Repair Cafe “felt” really productive and that view was held by almost everyone 
who was involved on the day. A steady procession of repairs with a huge amount of bikes 
coming through. Huge thanks to those manning the queue and definitely to the repairers who 
worked real hard and efficiently on the day to get these bikes through. 
 
101 items brought in with 79 fixed, 16 repairable and 6 end of life which were disposed of on 
site in our new MBC electrical recycling bins. The percentage of items fixed remains really 
high and demonstrates how worthwhile this initiative is and highlights that we can all save on 
waste.  
 
There were extra hands on deck this time round which helped in the set up and take down 
as well as during the day. Volunteers are always welcome and in particular as we enter the 
summer months and holidays beckon any help anyone can provide will always be most 
welcome. 
 
In any situation where the public is involved in any sort of numbers there will be times when 
some people are rather rude and don’t really understand we are all volunteers and there are 
limits to what can be done on the day. There have been some incidents recently and 
possibly a more in depth chat should be undertaken on protocols and strategies to deal with 
these folk as this would make us all feel a little more comfortable. 
 
 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/maidstonerepaircafe/


Station Adoption 
 
Maria provided a helpful update on this initiative in Vincents absence and it is encouraging 
that good progress is already being made with the first area of the “triangle”  receiving some 
TLC. 
 
Some plants have already been purchased for planting and there was a request that access 
to the “plan” for the station be provided as some of those trained initially were not fully aware 
of what was happening and when. Vincent/Maria an Action Point on this aspect please. 
 
Until such time as a plan is formalised with appropriate access the MCAN Whatsapp group 
will be the method of communication 
 
There is room for improvement in the planting albeit there is a good base of plants already 
there. 
 
Volunteers are always required and there is a small core group that have worked very hard 
so far but widening the volunteer pool would be of immense benefit. The idea of a leaflet 
drop in surrounding residential flats etc may well find us some keen gardeners who do not 
have access to showing off their skills and may well relish this as an opportunity. 
 
Having tools on site would also be a huge help and this is part of the plan. 
 
River Festival 
 
A date for your diary Saturday 26th July Link 
 
Duncan has secured a stall for Maidstone CAN so please any volunteers on the day would 
be very welcome 
 
9-10 am Set Up 
10-4 pm Event 
4-5 pm Pack Away 
 
An opportunity for us to get our message out in a great setting so hope to see you there at 
this popular event. 
 
On The Buses 
 
Chris has been chasing a contact hard regarding some advertising for the Repair Cafe on 
the firm's vehicles. Agreement now gained and an example A4 poster provided by Chris and 
feedback provided on some wording and layouts. Some changes will be made. 
 
The strap line will be Don’t Ditch It - Fix It!  
 
We collect details of where people saw our advertising so this will need to be added to the 
list. 
 

https://www.maidstoneriverfestival.com/whats-on


AOB 
 
The next Litter Pick is on Tuesday 24 June at Lockmeadow. As ever, volunteers are very 
welcome. The public definitely take note of this activity and are very appreciative of our 
volunteers and often tell them how valuable they are. 
 
Guy mentioned a new clean air initiative for Maidstone Link  
Early days yet but funds have been allocated for this work and this aligns well with us and 
things such as Water Blitz and may well be something we can support and get involved with 
as what is proposed is mapped out. 
 
Richard had some anecdotal feedback that sounds very promising, This involves National 
Landscapes and the Greensand Ridge Link 
This is something that would be very welcome and give us hope for Maidstone and 
surrounding areas not disappearing under endless developments. The document is worth a 
read and once Richard hears more then he will let us know and we can discuss to see how 
we might get involved. 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/991098191706689/permalink/1978968436252988/?rdid=SyxFYrqWWlVHWOqt
https://maidstone.gov.uk/home/primary-services/council-and-democracy/primary-areas/meetings,-minutes-And-agendas/tier-3-primary-areas/agendas-and-meetings?sq_content_src=%2BdXJsPWh0dHBzJTNBJTJGJTJGbWVldGluZ3MubWFpZHN0b25lLmdvdi51ayUyRmllRGVjaXNpb25EZXRhaWxzLmFzcHglM0ZBSUlkJTNENTQxNzMmYWxsPTE%3D#:~:text=Decision%3A,by%209th%20June%202025.
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