Chat Notes 21st July 2025

Lots of energy in the upstairs room at the Craft Brewed on a warm evening with Lynn Bryant, Jeff Robinson,
Chris Passmore, Felix Manea, Geraldine Lawerence, Lauren Sykes, Rachel Rodwell, Dianne Tingley, Maria
Paez, Bernie Cumberland, Shirley McDonald, Alex Jibb, Fiona Watt, Vincent Jasper, Neil Nixon, Tim Goddard,
Jo Terry, Sally Edwards and Duncan Edwards. Glyn Williams, Polly Williamson, Guy Tanner and Coby
Gardiner were unable to attend.

So many interesting things to communicate

We have formed a communications team and are planning a simple website and a newsletter. Felix, Vincent,
Glyn, Sally and Duncan are involved. The website provides a centrepoint for all information and the Newsletter
the latest data/information. The team will create templates & we need everybody to create content.

Repair Cafe

We are going to use the newsletter to continue to enhance the Repair Cafe communication. We have loads
more capacity at the repair cafe & we would like to develop & boost the Maidstone CAN Zone as a showcase
for environment and climate initiatives in Maidstone.

The next Repair Cafe is on Sat 2nd August 2025.

There are lots of secondary benefits to the Repair Cafe such as the realisation that one third of people who
bring in repairs travel to the location on foot. This compares with only 1% of people using active travel as a
form of transport in Maidstone generally.

Repair Cafe posters available to print and display in local public areas, we can also print them for you, just let
us know. Link to Posters

We now have six buses with our repair cafe posters. Chris is looking for an opportunity to take a selfie on the
bus. We are hoping to get more bus based advertising as this will take us places.

Chris mentioned that we should look ahead to Christmas and encourage parents to make sure their children’s
bikes were safe and there is also an opportunity to link in through schools with their Bikability courses.
Anybody who has links with schools, please highlight what we have to offer and help make our connections.

To celebrate the success of Repair Cafes in Maidstone we will be hosting a social event on Sunday 19th
October at the Mercure (Great Danes) where an afternoon tea will be provided for everybody who has
supported our repair cafe journey over the last few years. Personal invitations to follow.

Cycle Maintenance

Alex Jibb our bike repairer at the repair cafe has been looking at education on bike maintenance for children
and adults working with KCC. There is some funding available from Cycling UK. They are an excellent UK
wide cycling advocacy charity. Most of the cycling charities advocate the M Check as a way of giving a bike a
quick once over to ensure it is safe. This is the Sustrans one. We talked about doing a checklist which we
could run through at the Repair Cafe. This is the Cycling UK M check.



https://docs.google.com/document/d/1OnyMX8J9xq_7DSzgYGrNzYe4sESzjsS2NOkQP9muKf4/edit?usp=sharing
https://www.cyclinguk.org/
https://youtu.be/4qtx60bcNk0?si=nNhWaKO1_RZSaUds
https://www.thelittlebikecompany.co.uk/m-check-cycling-safety-check/

Linking more generally with Schools

Really important to develop links with schools. Potential routes are Richard Izzard (KCC) Sustainability leads
in schools & DofE, we often get volunteers working with us through this.

Also schools may want to use us to help them achieve Green Flag status, we can save them time and effort
as we build links. As mentioned above, helping with cycle maintenance is also another way of linking to
schools. All members of Maidstone CAN, please help by connecting us through any personal school
connections you may have.

Allington Wildlife Library Garden

Lauren talked about the agreement to create a wildlife boarder at Allington Library sponsored by Suez.

The team are looking for donations and seeds via the seed swaps around Maidstone. Suez is funding planters
and soil.

There are loads of ideas and initiatives:
e Hedgehog monitoring.
Children’s zone with tree stumps, litter picking events etc.
Education in the community via newsletters.
Signs enhanced by artwork from Rachel
There is a story book about Allington pollinator pathways authored by Lauren and to be illustrated by
Rachel.

Donations to the project can be made via Maidstone CAN, volunteers are also needed to help, please contact
Lauren for more details.

Maidstone West Station

A team is working on maintaining and enhancing the existing planting and wild spaces for nature. The
approach is to leave it alone if possible and let nature do it’s thing.

A grant of £350 has been secured from Southeastern in Bloom. This will be used to enhance the station
triangular area with bug hotels, plants and signs.
There is also a plan to install poster sized boards to display local artwork and signs to link the station with

Maidstone and Lockmeadow.

Lots of future ideas around a recycling/reuse sculpture working with Mid Kent Art College.

Reaching out at the River Festival

We will be there on Saturday 26th July 2025 with a Maidstone CAN stand. Everybody is welcome to join us.
The Community Rail Partnership will also be there as part of the exhibition area. We will set up from 9:30am.

We are intending to run the postponed litterpick on the following day, Sunday 27th as there may be additional
litter from the previous day to be picked up!



There will also be a Farmers Market at the Market Hall from 12:00 to 8:00 on the day. Maidstone are
advertising for a regular farmers market in the town so we should support the one on the 26th to help
encourage the idea.

AOB

Links with Business

Neil raised a point about the possibility for Maidstone CAN to deepen and broaden its links with businesses
and the local authority. Working together with other organisations can share skills and capabilities. For
example businesses can offer grants & Maidstone CAN can offer community volunteering. Anybody who would
like to come together from within the group to work on this is invited to do so.
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