
 
Maidstone CAN Chat 

Our meeting on Monday 18th August at the Craft Brewed, Market Buildings 
 
 

In attendance: Bernie Cumberland, Vincent Jasper, Coby Gardiner, Richard 
Coleman, Neil Nixon, David Harman, Jeff Robinson, Richard Conyard, Polly 
Williamson, Derek Eagle, Ben Darlington, Phil Riches, Sally Edwards and 
Duncan Edwards 
Stephen Thompson arrived half way through. 
 
Apologies from: Jo Terry, Maria Paez, Shirley McDonald, Glyn Williams. 
 

Recycling in Maidstone 
We have electrical recycling at the monthly Maidstone Repair Cafe which 
takes any items that cannot be repaired to be processed properly. 
 
MBC have a making workshop making fish out of plastic bottles to help 
highlight the issue of plastic waste. The first one of these is on 21st August, 
but it will be repeated at the new art hub at the bottom of Gabriel's Hill. 
 
Polly is championing recycling at the repair cafe and the team are keen to 
recycle other hard to recycle items such as pens, art and craft materials etc 
but the challenge is to find a way of supporting the behaviour change at a cost 
the group can afford. It may be that a funding partner is required to help make 
it happen. 
 

Scenic Green Trail 
Phil Riches attended and described his inspiration and implementation of the 
scenic green trail across Maidstone which joins important green spaces in a 
waymarked route of just over 40 miles. Phil, a graphic designer, started to 
explore the area where he lives during COVID and realised that there were 
numerous natural routes, paths and connections that he was not aware of and 
that others might be interested in. He contacted local conservation groups and 



gradually built the Scenic Green Trail. The trail is aimed to help the 
environment, support biodiversity and improve the mental health of those who 
use it. It also serves to connect groups looking after natural areas to help 
share best practice and ideas. The work also highlights the need to appreciate 
key natural areas and routes so that they can be planned around any 
development. 
 
There is an idea that Maidstone CAN might be involved in organising a 
publicity walk along the entire 40 mile route, over several days & work with the 
other groups who also support the initiative. Anybody interested in getting 
involved in this, please contact Duncan.  
 
A leaflet is available to guide those who would like to use it and it is also on 
the KCC website: https://explorekent.org/activities/scenic-green-trail/ 
 

Other Green Space Initiatives 
 
Ben, the architect of the Seaquer app, had to leave early. The app allows 
people to record their reaction to green spaces and is a mechanism for 
collecting data about the importance of green spaces, particularly for mental 
well being. Ben has secured funding for a university research project on the 
data/app so it is important for us to use the app to increase it’s data content. 
Everybody is invited to get involved with the trial: Seaquer App 
 
The big day out 2025 was a great success and an event celebration is 
planned for Saturday September 27th starting at 17:00 in the food hall, 
Lockmeadow. Everybody who would like to hear about Big Day Out 2025 and 
contribute to plans for Big Day Out 2026 is invited to attend. 
https://www.bigdayout.info/ 
 
Quality of water and air is critically important. Maidstone CAN will continue 
supporting the WaterBitz citizen science project to monitor the quality of our 
local water sources. There will be more details of the event in September 
19th-21st very soon. 
 
Air Quality is also important and a visit by Cllr Clive English is planned for the 
next chat meeting to talk about the MBC programme on air quality in the town. 

https://explorekent.org/activities/scenic-green-trail/
https://www.seaquer.com/app/index.html
https://www.bigdayout.info/


Communications 
Maidstone CAN has created a website: MaidstoneCAN.eco. This is not yet 
formally signed off by the committee so it is ‘quiet live’ until that is done. 
Anybody who manages an area ie Repair Cafe or Station Adoption, please 
review your section and send in any updates or content you would like added. 
MaidstoneCAN@Gmail.com can be used to communicate updates. 
 
The Home Page provides a rolling update on latest news which can be 
updated via a Google document so no need for the website to be updated. 
Anybody who would like access to update the latest news document please 
contact the comms team via MaidatoneCAN@Gmail.com. 
 
Data has been created on Facebook performance for the Repair Cafe Group: 
Facebook analysis. This shows the top posts get 5000 views. We need 
everybody to like & comment on posts in the first 10 minutes when they go up, 
in order to increase the posts pick-up by the Facebook algorithm. 
 
A trial newsletter has been produced - Newsletter. This was handed out in 
paper format for review. Any feedback to MaidstoneCAN@gmail.com. 
 
Use of Nextdoor was also recommended. Vincent is already posting to 
Nextdoor. Everybody with accounts on Nextdoor can also share and post our 
content. 

Young Repairers at the Repair Cafe (Team Repair) 
We have found that Team Repair is enjoyed by youngsters but the rate of new 
bookings has tailed off recently. Maidstone CAN made an investment of over 
£1000 in kits for 2025 and continues to be confident in the idea of involving 
young people. But there needs to be better publicity to get children and their 
parents to come along. In a recent development the Team Repair organisation 
is looking to partner with the Repair Cafe to help develop and improve the kits 
which is a very welcome development. 
 
The kits are aimed at 10-14 year olds. Ideas in the discussion included talking 
to the library youth section through the groups’s contacts & also the scouting 
association. Everybody was asked to draw on their personal connections to 
identify groups of young people who would be interested in getting involved. A 
visit/contact with the STEM school was suggested and also the use of 
Freecycle. 
 

http://maidsotnecan.eco
mailto:MaidstoneCAN@Gmail.com
mailto:MaidatoneCAN@Gmail.com
https://docs.google.com/document/d/18TFZYc-vfACaYAdKY5tRyxBPv8T5NVRHQsH3VG-Eyl8/edit?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/drive/u/0/folders/1aSqhX0j4V8mlBHYDLhSXbhIayo7zY32C
mailto:MaidstoneCAN@gmail.com
https://www.team.repair/


Station Adoption Maidstone West 
The triangular garden is growing well. Plants added to the planters. 
On the 25th September it is the 181st anniversary of the opening of the 
Maidstone West Station, so this is an opportunity to promote sustainable 
travel. 
The thinking is to use existing initiatives such as the 19th-21st Water Blitz 
water testing and perhaps an additional litterpick to highlight the birthday. 
The action list is here: 
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1jvMCGIVvasYa-TM4CAs9dQyMq-CTiP0
Z/edit?usp=drive_link&ouid=115392246022324245582&rtpof=true&sd=true 
 

Wildlife Planting in Tovil Conservation Area 
An initiative with Pennies Nursery, Tovil Conservation Trust and Bee the 
Change has been planned to plant up an area of Hayle Park Nature Reserve 
as a wildlife area. Neil will provide dates in due course, everybody is invited to 
help with the planting. 

Kitchen Garden at Woldham 
Richard Coleman highlighted that there is a kitchen garden in disrepair which 
needs maintaining and looking after, anybody interested to contact Richard. 
 
Richard is delivering an initiative to install a dead hedge at Union Street 
Methodist Church. Anybody who would like to learn more about creating a 
dead hedge and get involved can contact Richard for more details. 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1jvMCGIVvasYa-TM4CAs9dQyMq-CTiP0Z/edit?usp=drive_link&ouid=115392246022324245582&rtpof=true&sd=true
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1jvMCGIVvasYa-TM4CAs9dQyMq-CTiP0Z/edit?usp=drive_link&ouid=115392246022324245582&rtpof=true&sd=true
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