
Maidstone CAN Chat 
Craft Brewed, Monday 15th September  2025 

  
In attendance: Maria Paez, Ben Hudson, Chin Waterfall, Bernie Cumberland, 
Vincent Jasper, Neil Nixon, Coby Gardiner, Guy Tanner, Chris Passmore, 
Keith Young, Cllr Clive English, Jo Terry, Polly Williamson Farris Wilson, 
Roger Kidd, Duncan Edwards, Sally Edwards 
 
Lots of friendly discussion before the meeting started. 
 
Recycling 
The team, championed by Polly and Sally are working on an information sheet 
which will go on the website to give Maidstone the latest information on where 
you can recycle everything! The material is now on the website under What We Do. 
We will continue to do more commis on recycling and make a splash at the Repair Cafe. 
 
Air Quality 
Cllr Clive English talked about the 2007 Lib Dem imposed air quality 
management area, this was later reduced in size by the Conservative 
administration who focused on Upper and Lower Stone Street in the town. 
 
As a result of planting trees and changes to parking, improvements have been 
made in this area and the plan is now to broaden the focus of air quality 
improvement in Maidstone under the leadership of Cllr Stephen Thompson 
and Cllr Clive English. There is a £25,000 feasibility study planned to 
understand the drivers - vehicle pollution, domestic heating, buses etc. The 
intention is to be led by the science. It will take up to a year to form the new 
strategy and the next steps will depend on the output of the study. The briefing 
notes for the initiative are here: 
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1po6F2OutBxtHi4be4m4ktOS6RsUf3F1T
/edit?usp=drive_link&ouid=115392246022324245582&rtpof=true&sd=true 
 
The group discussed what it could do: 

●​ Anti idling working with MBC. There is a banner for schools which is 
part of an education initiative which is happening now. Banners for 
schools and other similar institutions can be supplied, contact 
Maidstone CAN for how to get hold of them. 

●​ The group can look at citizen science & using diffusion tubes attached 
to lamposts, collect data.  These measure Nitrous Oxide and are 
relatively cheap. It was agreed the group would engage with the 
community on this. 

●​ Ben Hudson offered to help with the data collection and links to the 
2017 study that he was involved with. 

The Website 

https://www.maidstonecan.eco/what-we-do
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1po6F2OutBxtHi4be4m4ktOS6RsUf3F1T/edit?usp=drive_link&ouid=115392246022324245582&rtpof=true&sd=true
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1po6F2OutBxtHi4be4m4ktOS6RsUf3F1T/edit?usp=drive_link&ouid=115392246022324245582&rtpof=true&sd=true


MaidstoneCAN.eco is now live, the group looked at various aspects of the 
website, it is very quick and easy to update so anybody with ideas of 
additional material or changes, can get involved. 
 
We need to do a website launch, email, facebook, Repair Cafe etc. 
Please attach links to the website in all appropriate locations. 
 
Ideas for Future Projects 
Maria has generated a form which can be used to capture new ideas for 
Maidstone CAN projects 
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfgAJn0BXprb_8uHhwxY7sfVc1R
x4vAm7oUdGudXPka69ZqEg/viewform 
 
The group spent some informal time discussing future projects and populating 
the form. The idea is to generate a list of projects which are ready for funding 
when the opportunity and the funding becomes available. 
 
Team Networking 
The Network part of Maidstone CAN is really important, some highlights: 
 

●​ Working with Repair Cafe International, our own Repair Cafe and 
Coumputers4Charity on converting older computers to Linux so that 
their useful lives can be extended. 

●​ Bulb planting in various areas of Maidstone led by John Knowels is 
being supported by administering a members grant and providing public 
liability insurance and advice. 

●​ There are other opportunities for community planting, the KCC assets 
register to investigate these is here: 
https://experience.arcgis.com/experience/83314aaedd0a4b77bd82d52a802681ce 

●​ There is a Green Homes Safari event in Bearsted on 18th October. This 
is on the website MaidstoneCAN.eco in the events coming up section. 

●​ We are recycling bikes from Maidstone West Station, through MADM 
Charity, our Repair Cafe and also Maidstone Riverside Rotary bikes for 
Africa happening on Saturday 25th October. More details: 
https://www.riversiderotary.co.uk/ 

●​ Coby has had a local incidence of wildlife crime in the form of the 
shooting of birds. You can report crimes like this to the police and is 
taken seriously: 
https://www.kent.police.uk/ro/report/rwc/wildlife/report-wildlife-crime/ 

 
 
 
All of our day to day activity is on the website and Facebook everybody 
is invited to collaborate and contribute to these communication streams. 
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