
Maidstone CAN Chat 
Lockmeadow Foyer Monday 20th October 2025 
 
In attendance:- Duncan Edwards, Sally Edwards, Vincent Jasper, Neil Nixon, Bernie 
Cumberland, Glyn Williams, Coby Gardiner, Barbara Sawyer, Vic Sawyer, Dan Attwood, 
Keith Young, Shirley McDonald, Chin Waterfall, Jeff Robinson, Farris Willson, Guy Tanner,  
Geraldine Lawrence, Polly Williamson, Lynn Bryant, Maria Paez, Ben Hudson 
 
Duncan did an introduction to the new (for us) venue of the Lockmeadow Foyer. As this is an 
open space we need to know if this is a good location for us to hold further meetings. There 
are some powerful reasons to do so as it is a free space and we are not limited to numbers. 
Parking is also free after 6:30pm and there are facilities in the form of a projector & screen 
as well as local food outlets. There were comments that hearing people speaking was a 
potential issue so we need to give that some thought and possibly change how we layout the 
chairs/tables to help with this. 
 
Great suggestion from Shirley that an A board stating who we are and that they can 
join in if they wish.  
 
We watched a short video on Swifts by the RSPB which highlighted we also need to sort 
some appropriate speakers for this venue to make full use of the facilities. Video Clip 
 
Interesting video and there is a scheme via Bearsted CAN for a Swift Box package for those 
that have a suitable location for siting these boxes. See here for costs and requirements. 
This is the link to the deal Package 
 
Volunteer Celebration 
 
Almost 100 volunteers present at this very successful event to show just how much all of the 
volunteers are appreciated. Representatives from 7 local Repair Cafe were in attendance 
and this made for a great opportunity to broaden everyone's network. 
 
Enfinium funded the event which was very generous and everyone enjoyed the day. A huge 
thanks to Duncan and Sally for their tireless efforts not just in putting this event together but 
for all the work they undertake to achieve our aims. 
 
 
Bikes to Africa 
 
This is happening on Saturday 25th October 9-3pm and as well as bikes, tools are also 
being collected. They will be refurbished & sent to Africa. 
Last year over 200 bikes were collected including a really expensive racing bike. This was 
sold on to raise money to help with  the repairs of the other bikes. This is an annual event 
going from strength to strength and allows the recipients in Africa to receive a bike which 
they can use in their daily lives. An invaluable service. 
 

https://youtu.be/rhRvqpqmeCM?si=zGxPlTHlnpnK-1xr
https://drive.google.com/file/d/16sQ7-Kr2BZ5_3QlBhhkuElYcsgsnedr5/view?usp=sharing


Bikes have also been taken from the lost property store at Maidstone West Station. They 
have been checked by Alexander Jibb ( Bike repairer at the Repair Cafe) , some refurbished 
and then distributed via MADM. This is proving very successful in getting unused/lost and  
damaged bikes back into circulation. 
Currently we are talking to MBC to hopefully establish a process to get bikes they find into 
these schemes. 
 
Events 
 
The Eco Hub 
https://climatechange.maidstone.gov.uk/home/community/menu/maidstones-eco-hub 
 
Any volunteers available to help with this valuable project and man the event? The dates, 
venues and times are on the above link and any help will be much appreciated. Please email 
maidstonecan@gmail.com You do not have to be available for the whole day,  any amount of 
time you can spare will be very helpful.  
 
If you spot anything missing from the upcoming events on the website MadstoneCAN.eco 
please let us know & we can update. But events can be updated by anyone & access can be 
arranged.  
 
To increase our digital reach it will be really useful if we can all consider liking sharing and 
commenting on the various social media feeds. All interactions fuel the algorithm and will 
help get our message out. 
 
 
Repair Cafe 
 
A small group of 5 have been putting their heads together to see how we can 
broaden/extend & improve the Repair Cafe & the Maidstone CAN Zone.. An initial meeting 
has been held with brainstorming for how we can achieve this aim.  
 
A number of thoughts from themes like Recycling to Nature as well as Toy Swap/Hospital 
and Bikes as well as Personal Health. 
 
There is a Pop Up Promotion for the Repair cafe this coming Fri 24th October from 4pm to 
6pm. Short notice but any volunteers would be very welcome. Please try and come along if 
you can. This is to engage with the public and inform them about the Repair Cafe and just to 
spread the word. 
 
Green Homes 
 
An event organised by KCC and Bearsted CAN included a visit to a home set up with Solar 
and Heat Pumps was arranged to educate and encourage others to adopt these 
technologies. Installers were also present.  
 
Please note that we have access to a thermal imaging camera which is available for £10 per 
day. These images do provide compelling images to help anyone argue their case with a 

https://climatechange.maidstone.gov.uk/home/community/menu/maidstones-eco-hub
mailto:maidstonecan@gmail.com
http://maidstonecan.eco


landlord for example or just to illustrate where your home could be more efficient. Book the 
thermal camera on this link: Link 
 
Clean Air 
 
This struck a chord with a number of us when Clive English presented on the subject. Guy 
Tanner has done some research and what is very clear (unlike the air) is how complex and 
involved the whole subject is. Permissions for monitoring and even erecting banners at 
schools is often a long painful drawn out process as everyone is so busy. It is worth pursuing 
and we probably need to be more persistent and dogged to achieve some results. 
 
Suggestion that approaching independent nurseries for example is likely to be easier than 
getting into schools because of their own limitations. That said the idling banner we are 
aware of should be being used by many schools but it would appear they might not have got 
around to it. Some encouragement may help? 
 
Interesting commentary on particulate matter which is even more damaging than some of 
the car emissions and this demonstrated further how complex this topic is. One option to 
respond to this, is to put up Green Screens. Ivy is a very good plant for this.  
 
Agreement that the committee would discuss at the next Committee Meeting and having 
decided if we wish to proceed with this type of initiative  (seems very appropriate)  decide on 
what aspect we can influence and set out a planned way forward. 
 
Community Bulb Planting 
 
This went ahead on the 18th October and was very well supported by the local community & 
even the deputy mayor put in an appearance. 4000 bulbs were planted which is a huge 
number and should look brilliant come the spring. MCAN assisted in supporting the grant 
application by having a Bank account and Constitution. Also knowledge of cultivation 
licenses (with KCC), risk assessments and method statements we were able to help move 
this project forward.  
Thanks to Glyn for liaising with John & KCC.  
 
Coffee, cake and buns fuelled the workers for what turned out to be a very worthwhile 
project. 
 
If you hear of other initiatives that require this type of support then please let us know. 
 
Maidstone West Station 
 
Our small but active team at the Station sure have been busy and the triangular garden has 
moved on a lot with a small grant being obtained and being spent almost entirely on new 
plants. A case where the project is huge but has sensibly been broken down into smaller 
component parts which means we can make tangible progress when we have the time, 
resource and money to do so. 
 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfWb66JaGgx_xh00mS0WRASU-MeqagAc4sYP9aJteg9h9UQ2g/viewform?usp=dialog


A Poster was presented to the station to celebrate it being 181 years old on the 25th 
September and this poster is to be on display for some time at the station.  
 
AOB 
 
Running tight on time, AOB was limited but Water Blitz featured and has been mentioned 
previously. Please search it out if you have particular interest in this initiative  
 
 


