Maidstone CAN Chat Minutes 24/11/25 held
@ Maidstone Community Support Centre - 8pm

In attendance : - Bernie Cumberland, Lauren Sykes, Lynn Bryant, Sally Edwards,
Duncan Edwards, Glyn Williams, Geraldine Lawrence, David Harman, Vincent
Jasper, Chin Waterfall, Keith Young, Coby Gardiner, Jo Terry, Diane Tingley, Jeff
Robinson, Maria Paez, Ben Hudson, Polly Williamson, Chris Passmore

1.

Permaculture - Maria Paez was kind enough to put together and deliver a
presentation on what is a very broad and complex subject. Maria provided us
with a taste of what is involved and you can access her presentation at this
LINK.

This subject is essentially learning from nature as humans are an integral part
of nature and we need to ensure sustainability as a lifestyle. Permaculture is
both an Art and a Science and covers many elements from the Environment
to People and Sharing Information. It is about creating environments that can
look after themselves just as natural ecosystems do. It is worldwide and a
growing international community and there will be things that interest all of us
and Maria encouraged us to learn more.

A key learning should be to Stand Back, Listen and then take action.

Many thanks to Maria for putting this together for us.

Repair Cafe- Sally delivered some impressive statistics around the Repair
Cafe and this project is a marvellous success for us all to celebrate.
Increasing numbers of people are visiting albeit the number of repairs is at a
fairly constant level. Given the time available to us on the day this will always
be the case without more repairers and volunteers.

Themes are being discussed for us to focus on growing our presence in
Maidstone via the Repair Cafe.

January for instance will be on a ‘Health’ theme where we are looking to
repair ourselves if you like. Sally has been successful in getting a number of
health & well being organisations to attend in January, so we can all look to
get a MOT on the day!

Various other themes are being developed which should help us grow our
reach locally.

If anyone has ANY ideas on a particular theme or how we can improve the
Repair Cafe, then please let us know.

Team Repair was not discussed as we were running out of time. This will be
addressed at a separate meeting to be held shortly.


https://www.canva.com/design/DAG4Mg4c2KI/e0BeVf82KeDD7GnCgQ_Bdw/edit?utm_content=DAG4Mg4c2KI&utm_campaign=designshare&utm_medium=link2&utm_source=sharebutton

4. Website- is here www.maidstonecan.eco & should be the first port of call for
any information regarding our activities and how we conduct ourselves. The
website is new and has taken a lot of work and is packed with interesting
information. If you would like anything to be added, then we would love to
hear from you.

5. Maidstone West Station- A lot has happened at the station and Vincent has
put together a very useful document setting out just how busy the small team
has been. You can see this document at this_LINK

This covers the Triangle garden area looking brilliant during the Summer
when the additional pollinators were being introduced and currently through
the Winter cuttings are being left to provide a habitat for the wildlife.

Also, Southeastern in Bloom, New Bikes from Old & the 181st Station
Anniversary are just some of the things undertaken this year. A fabulous
effort by the station Team.

6. Litter Picking is a very important aspect of what we do and Shirley McDonald
leads this activity and does a sterling job. Usually enough volunteers to break
into 2 groups & cover 2 different areas. As the rubbish is collected, it is split
into general rubbish & any that can be recycled. Vapes & batteries are
collected separately so they can be disposed of properly. In any weather and
all types of litter, it's great to see how well this activity is received. The public
are very engaging & always thank the volunteers for what they are doing.

Future Events : -

15 December - Christmas Drinks, The Market House Pub
30 November - Litter Pick

21 December - Litter Pick

3 January 2026 - Repair Cafe (Health Theme)


http://www.maidstonecan.eco
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1QteMdifwTgWZqs93OQPxx05aCIMJ5MN3/edit

